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Primary History Progression Map		
	
	EYFS
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	National Curriculum

Pupils should be taught:
	Children at the expected level of development will: 
· Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society. 
· Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. 
· Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and storytelling.

	· changes within living memory. Where appropriate, these should be used to reveal aspects of change in national life
· events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally
· the lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international achievements. Some should be used to compare aspects of life in different periods
· significant historical events, people and places in their own locality.
	· changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age
· the Roman Empire and its impact on Britain
· Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots
· the Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of Edward the Confessor
· a local history study
· a study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066
· the achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where and when the first civilizations appeared and a depth study of one of the following: Ancient Sumer; The Indus Valley; Ancient Egypt; The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China
· Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on the western world
· a non-European society that provides contrasts with British history – one study chosen from: early Islamic civilization, including a study of Baghdad c. AD 900; Mayan civilization c. AD 900; Benin (West Africa) c. AD 900-1300.


· AD (Anno Domini) and BC (before Christ) have been changed to CE (current era) and BCE (before current era).  This is to avoid reference to Christianity and, in particular, to avoid naming Christ as Lord.
	By the end of the year, children should know…

	Year group 
	Autumn
	Spring
	Summer 

	Year 1
	It’s All About Me 
	Paws, Claws and Dinosaurs
	Reach for the Skies 

	
	People who are older than me were born before me

When my parents were young times were slightly different to how they are now

Times were very different when my grandparents were young

There was a period before my grandparents were alive

People wore different clothes, travelled in different ways, played with different toys and school was very different too 


	Mary Anning was born on 21 May 1799. 

She lived in the English seaside town of Lyme Regis in Dorset.

Mary Anning was a palaeontologist.​

Mary Anning used a small brush to uncover lots of fossils between1823-1828.

She found an Ichthyosaurus skeleton.

Fossils were known as ‘curiosities’ when Mary was alive. 
	Orville and Wilbur were born in the United States of America in 1867 (Wilbur) and 1871 (Orville)

As Children they were given a toy helicopter which started their interest in flying 

The brother started by building kites and then gliders 

In December 1903 Wilber Wright became the first person to fly a plane.  

Charles Lindberg first man to fly across the Atlantic 1927

Begin to understand how the Wright brother’s invention affected the past and the present.






	Vocabulary
	Family
Sequence
Monarch
Queen
Prince/ Princess
Coronation
figure
Artefact
Date Order
Chronology
Generation
Living memory
Memories
Modern
object
	Mary Anning
Extinct
Fossil
Palaeontologist 
Dinosaur
Past
Present
Then
Now
Timeline
Significant
Observations
Similar
Difference
Account
Opinion
Year
	Legacy
groundbreaking
news
recount
related
When
Where
Century
Decade
Important
information


	Year 2
	Local History Study
	Extraordinary Explorers
	London’s Burning

	
	To identify historically significant buildings in the local area 

Learn about historically important people from the local area and the impact they had on history 

Learn about some of the significant ways the local area has changed over time 

Learn about the industry in the area and the jobs most people had in past 

	Christopher Columbus was born in Genoa, Italy in 1451

An explorer is a person who travels in search of geographical or scientific information

His most important accomplishment was making the first connection between Europeans and the Americas. Permanent European colonies were eventually settled in the New World, as it was called, because of this connection.

Neil Alden Armstrong was born in Ohio, USA on August 5, 1930. He died on August 25, 2012

He was the first human to walk on the moon on July 20, 1969, as part of the Apollo 11 mission.

The Apollo 11 crew included Neil Armstrong as commander, Edwin E. Aldrin Jr. (or Buzz Aldrin) as Lunar Module pilot and Michael Collins, Command Module pilot.

As he stepped onto the Moon, he said, “That’s one small step for man, one giant leap for mankind.”

Neil's footprints will be on the Moon for millions of years because there is no wind to blow them away.

	The great fire of London started on 2nd September 1666 and lasted for 4 days

The fire started in Thomas Farrier’s bakery on Pudding Lane 

The house in London were mainly made of wood at the time which allowed the fire to spread quickly

One of the ways we know about the fire is because of Samuel Pepys famous diary recounting the events 

King Charles II was King of England at the time  



	Vocabulary
	Achievements
Era
Evidence
Research
Locality
Trade
Worship
Religion
Architecture
comparison
	Explorer
explore
Ship
Rocket
Equipment
Space
Moon
Country
Continent
Seas
Oceans
Representation
Replica
Impact
Investigate
Duration
Period
newspaper
	chronological
experts
historian
Diary


	Year 3
	Flint, Fire and Forage 
	Tribe Tales
	The Ancient Egyptians

	
	The Stone Age began when the first tools were made from stone and ended with the introduction of metal tools

At the end of the Ice age, sea levels rose which turned Britain into an island

Humans survived by making sharp stone tools to kill and eat animals 

Dead animals not only provided food but also skins to keep people warms and bones to make tools 

Evidence of the Stone age includes discoveries of 
-cave paintings
-early tools
-Fire hearths
-Settlement such Skara Brae
-Cheddar Man – the remains of a Mesolithic man

The end of the Stone age coincided with the Ancient Egyptian civilisation 


	The Bronze Age started at different times around the world and followed the Stone Age

Tools were made from bronze and used for hunting 

It is believed that the bronze age began in Britain when the Beaker people brought tools from Europe 

Bronze age people lived in settlements, which were made up of groups of round houses (made of wattle and daub or dry stone)

These settlements traded resources such as copper and tin 

The Iron age began as people began to make tools from Iron which was stronger than bronze 

Settlements became larger as tribes were better able to farm and defend themselves 

At the end of the Iron age, coins were made and used as currency 

The end of the Iron age is marked by the Romans Conquering Britain in CE 43 

	The Nile was central to Egyptian life (water, fertile soil, trade, transport, fishing and mud for bricks) and the Egyptians were among the first civilisations to use irrigation systems

We know about ancient Egyptian life because of evidence such as pyramids, artefacts from tombs and methods of communication such as the use of hieroglyphics and papyrus rolls 

Ancient Egyptian society was hierarchical (from most to least important) and each group had a different role within society  

Mummification was a process of preserving the bodies of the rich and important to prepare them for their journey to the afterlife. The bodies of these people would then be placed in tombs or pyramids 

The Ancient Egyptians were polytheists and had multiple deities that represented different aspects of everyday life 

	Vocabulary
	A.D (Anno Domini)
anachronism
archaeologist
archaeology
B.C (Before Christ)
B.C.E (Before Common Era)
beliefs
C.E (The Common Era)
invention
Neolithic
primary
Paleolithic 
secondary
significance
sources
Stone Age
Mesolithic
	Bronze Age
Iron Age
Prehistoric
La Tene
Chariot
Hill Fort
Casting
Smelt
Settlement

	Ancient
Egypt
Egyptians
Mummy
Mummification
Embalming
Tomb
God
Goddess
Civilisation
River Nile
Pyramids
Howard Carter
Tutankhamen
Pharaoh
Hieroglyphs
Ritual


	Understanding of past events, people and changes in the past
	Compare and contrast characters from stories including figures from the past.

	Tells the difference between past and present in own and other people’s lives 

Makes simple historical comparisons (e.g., spot the difference between pictures)

Uses information to describe the past.

Explores significant historical figures/events and why they are important 



	Uses information to describe differences between then and now.

Independently identify similarities and differences between people, places, events or ways of life (when the subjects are provided for them).

Recounts main events/achievements from a significant period/person in history.

Uses evidence to explain reasons why people in past acted as they did.



	Uses evidence to describe past:
(e.g., Houses and settlements
Culture and leisure activities
Clothes, way of life and actions of people
Buildings and their uses
People’s beliefs and attitudes
Things of importance to people
Differences between lives of rich and poor)

Uses evidence to find out how any of these may have changed during a time period.

Studies change through the lives of significant individuals

Describes similarities and differences between people, events and objects then and now 

Starts to comment on historical changes, including suggestions about cause and effect.


	Shows knowledge and understanding by describing features of past societies and periods.

Identifies some ideas, beliefs, attitudes and experiences of men, women and children from the past.

Gives reasons why changes in houses, culture, leisure, clothes, buildings and their uses, things of importance to people, ways of life, beliefs and attitudes may have occurred during a time period.

Describes how some of the past events/people affect life today.

Note connections, contrasts and trends across time but also between places and cultures.

Comments on continuity and change, cause and effect.

Identifies themes within and between topics.



	Identifies some social, cultural, religious and ethnic diversities of societies studied in Britain and wider world.

Gives some causes and consequences of the main events, situations and changes in the periods studied.

Starts to suggest reasons for connections over time and across places and cultures.

Identify changes and links within and across the time periods studied.

Comment on impact and legacy.
	Chooses reliable sources of factual evidence to describe houses and settlements; culture and leisure activities; clothes, way of life and actions of people; buildings and their uses; people’s beliefs, religion and attitudes; things of importance to people; differences between lives of rich and poor.
Identifies how any of above may have changed during a time period.

Gives own reasons why changes may have occurred, backed up with evidence.

Shows identified changes on a timeline.

Describes similarities and differences between some people, events and objects studied.

Describes how some changes affect life today.

Makes links between some features of past societies.

Compares and contrasts places, people and cultures, analysing their and others’ comparison, extrapolating from them justifying their ideas with evidence

	Historical interpretation and enquiry 
	Comment on images of familiar situations in the past. 


	Begins to identify and recount some details from the past from sources (e.g., pictures, historical narratives)

Asks questions about different sources and objects

Finds answers to simple questions about the past using sources of information (e.g., pictures, narratives)
	To explore and understand the different ways you can learn about the past eye-witness accounts, books photos, artefacts, buildings and visits, internet).

Uses a source – why, what, who, how, where as well as to ask questions and find answers 
Looks carefully at pictures or objects to find information about the past.



	Explore two accounts of the same event and identify differences.

Makes decision about which sources would be best to find specific information about a past event 

Suggests sources of evidence from a selection provided to use to help answer questions.

Uses printed sources, the internet, pictures, photos, music, artefacts, historic buildings and visits to collect information about the past.

Asks questions such as ‘how did people ….? What did people do for ….?’


	Explore a variety of contrasting versions of the same event and identifies differences in the accounts.

Use evidence to build up a picture of a past event choose relevant material to present a picture of one aspect of life in time past 
.
Understands the difference between primary and secondary sources of evidence.

Uses documents, printed sources, the internet, databases, pictures, photos, music, artefacts, historic buildings and visits to collect information about the past.

Asks questions such as ‘what was it like for a …… during ……?’

Suggests which sources of evidence to use to help answer questions.







	Begin to understand why there a different account of a particular event 

Gives clear reasons why there may be different accounts of history.
Knows that people (now and in past) can represent events or ideas in ways that persuade others

Begins to identify the difference between primary and secondary sources and use evidence to build up a picture of life in time studied 

Uses documents, printed sources, the internet, databases, pictures, photos, music, artefacts, historic buildings and visits to collect information about the past.

Asks a range of questions about the past.

Chooses reliable sources of evidence to answer questions.

Realises that there is often not a single answer to historical questions.


	Understands that the past has been represented in different ways and the specific reasons for this.

Recognises and explains the differences between primary and secondary sources and evaluates the usefulness and accuracy

Suggests accurate and plausible reasons for how/why aspects of the past have been represented and interpreted in different ways.

Knows and understands that some evidence is propaganda, opinion or misinformation and that this affects interpretations of history.

Identifies and uses different sources of information and artefacts.

Selects the most appropriate source of evidence for particular tasks. 

Forms own opinions about historical events from a range of sources.


	Organisation and communication
	Engage in extended conversations about stories, learning new vocabulary. (3 – 4)
	Shows knowledge and understanding about the past in different ways (e.g., role play, drawing, writing, talking).

Recognise that events happen on specific dates 
	Describes objects, people and events.

Writes simple narratives and recounts about the past.

Draws labelled diagrams and writes about them to tell others about people, events and objects from the past.

Recognise that historical events happen on specific dates

Writes own date of birth.

	Presents findings about past using speaking, writing, ICT and drawing skills

Discusses different ways of presenting information for different purposes. 

Uses dates and terms with increasing accuracy.

	Presents findings about past in a variety of ways including speaking, writing, maths (data handling), ICT, drama and drawing skills

Discusses most appropriate way to present information, realising that it is for an audience. 

Uses dates and terms correctly.



	Presents structured and organised findings about the past using speaking, writing, maths, ICT, drama and drawing skills.

Independently chooses most appropriate way to present information to an audience 

Uses dates and terms accurately. 

	Presents information in an organised and clearly structured way.

Makes use of different ways of presenting information.

Presents information in the most appropriate way (e.g., written explanation/tables and charts/labelled diagram).

Makes accurate use of specific dates and terms.
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