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	National Curriculum

Pupils should be taught:
	Children at the expected level of development will: 
· Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps. 
· Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and – when appropriate – maps.
· Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class.
· Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons
	Locational knowledge 
· name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans
· name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas
Place knowledge
· understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of a small area in a contrasting non-European country
Human and physical geography 
· identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles
· use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:
- key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather
- key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop
Geographical skills and fieldwork 
· use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as well as the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage
· use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional language [for example, near and far; left and right], to describe the location of features and routes on a map
· use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features; devise a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key
· Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its grounds and the key human and physical features of its surrounding environment.

	Locational knowledge
· locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities
· name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time
· identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night)
Place knowledge
· understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within North or South America
Human and physical geography 
· describe and understand key aspects of:
- physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle
- human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water
Geographical skills and fieldwork 
· use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied
· use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world
· use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies.

	By the end of the year, children should know…

	Year group
	Autumn
	Spring
	Summer

	Year 1
	Home Sweet Home
	London’s Calling
	Whirling Weather

	
	· Understand and use maps. 
· Follow a map of the local area. 
· Identify human and physical features. 
· Name and locate the countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom. 
· Name and locate the surrounding seas of the United Kingdom. 
· Explore the characteristics of the countries of the United Kingdom. 
	· To know what a city is. 
· To identify London landmarks. 
· To investigate why people visit London. 
· To use compass directions and directional language. 
· To compare where we live to London. 
· To observe and describe the human and physical geography of London’s Olympic Park. 
· To identify how London has changed over time. 

	· To name and identify the four seasons and describe their characteristics. 
· To identify different weather types and how to record them. 
· To explore wind.  
· To explore clouds. 
· To explore rain. 
· To explore sunshine.


	Vocabulary
	· ariel view 
· birds eye view 
· capital city 
· country 
· flag 
· Great Britain 
· human features 
· key 
· physical features 
· points of a compass 
· sea 
· symbols  
· United Kingdom 
· environment (introduced in Science Spring Term) 
· pollution 

	· architect 
· cathedral 
· direction 
· grid 
· landmark 
· position 
· rural 
· satellite map 
· urban 

	· alto 
· atmosphere
· cirrus  
· cumulonimbus  
· cumulus  
· easterlies
· hail 
· meteorologist 
· nimbostratus 
· nimbus 
· Northerlies 
· pressure 
· season 
· sleet 
· southerlies 
· spring  
· stratus  
· sunscreen 
· temperature 
· thermometer  
· ultraviolet 
· westerlies 


	Year 2
	You’re in Europe
	Wonderful World
	Coming to Kenya

	
	· To identify the human and physical landmarks of the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom. 
· To explore traditional cultures of the countries of the UK. 
· To explore tourist areas of the UK. 
· To understand what an Atlas is and how to use one. 
· To know that Europe is a continent made up of a many countries.  
· To explore the continent of Europe and identify human and physical features.  
	· Name and locate the seven continents. 
· Know how the world’s population is distributed across the seven continents and how these impact on the environment. 
· Locate hot and cold places on the Earth.  
· Use compass directions (NESW) accurately.  
· Name and locate the five oceans and how people impact them. 
· To know how land and oceans are distributed across the world. 

	· To interpret an OS map. 
· To identify characteristics of my local area. 
· To locate, and identify features of, a non-European country. 
· To explore the culture of a non-European country. 
· To explore settlements in a non-European country. 
· To understand the value of physical features to tourism in Kenya. 


	Vocabulary
	· atlas 
· border 
· continent 
· culture 
· Europe 
· famous 
· nation 
· society 
· tourism 
· lake  
· mountain 
· valley 
· loch 

	· boundary 
· equator 
· hemisphere 
· inhabitant 
· marine  
· ocean 
· pole 
· population 
· terrestrial 
· climate (introduced in Science Summer Term) 

	· coordinates 
· diet 
· field work 
· legend 
· ordnance survey 
· sustainability (introduced as sustainable in Science Autumn Term) 


	Year 3
	Countries, Counties and Cities to See
	What’s beneath our feet
	Shakes and Quakes

	
	· To explore characteristics of different counties in the UK. 
· To investigate the major cities of the UK. 
· To name and locate European countries. 
· To locate landmarks in famous European cities. 
· To explore how physical geography changes in Europe. 
· To explore connections between human and physical geography in Europe. 

	· To know the importance of tectonic plates. 
· To describe and understand the layers of the Earth. 
· To know how volcanoes are formed. 
· To understand the process of volcanic eruptions. 
· To explore the impact of volcanoes on humans. 
· To explore volcanic islands around the globe. 

	· To explain how an earthquake happens. 
· Locate areas where earthquakes may take place. 
· To know how earthquakes are measured. 
· To describe the effects of an earthquake. 
· To understand the physical processes that lead to a tsunami. 
· To understand the impact of a tsunami on human and physical geography. 


	Vocabulary
	· accent 
· council 
· county 
· dialect 
· foreign 
· region 
· scale 
· greenhouse effect 
· emission 
· carbon 
· carbon dioxide 

	· active 
· continental drift 
· convergent 
· core 
· crust 
· divergent 
· dormant 
· earthquake 
· extinct 
· landmass 
· magma 
· mantle 
· Pangea 
· tectonic plates 
· volcano 

	· aftermath 
· epicentre 
· friction 
· Richter Scale 
· seismologist 
· tremor 
· tsunami 
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